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ring near to yourself Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the Children
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Elazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron — to minister’
to Me. 2 You shall make vestments of sanctity for Aaron your brother, for glory and splendor.
3 And you shall speak to all the wise-hearted people whom I have invested with a spirit of

wisdom, and they shall make the vestments of Aaron, to sanctify him to minister to Me.
4 These are the vestments that they shall rfﬁe a Breastplate, an Ephod, a Robe, a Tunic of

of Israel —

" G] 15 Mordechai* left the king’s presence clad in royal apparel of turquoise and
white with a large gold crown and a robe of fine linen and purple; then the city ) ¢l

of Shushan was cheerful and glad. ¢ The Jews had light-and gladness and

_ Joy and honor. ”And in every province, and in every city, euery place where

MEGILLAH T}y - 12a? -
The Megillah continues: ¢
#1n3abn 1132 WY NR iNN1T3,, — When he displayed the riches

'nf ‘his glorious kingdom.""  xy11301°37 0% — R’ Yose bar

Achashverosh donned pnestly garments ‘this occasion.
tnb11a NREA YRy, X3 3103 — For it is written here: The
“honor of his splendorous (nIXon) greatmess; RN NN
- Jonqxonb1iasY,, — and it is written there:"® For glory and for

splendor (nxan). The connecting word nKan, splendor, inti-

mates that at this feast Achashverosh adorned himself with the
=iment of the Koken Gadol, which had been looted from the

femple during the conquest of Nebuchadnezzar."™!
.

hanina said: I TR w:‘:w m‘m Seripture teaches that 2
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and for modesty. What is even more significant, however, is the type

of clothing he wears and how he wears it. Chazal tell us (Sanhedrin

94a), “N1Ta9m XN 2 M 13N 37 — Rebbi Yochanan used to call

- his garments, “my honor guards.” The appropriate garments imbue a

pgrson with dignity and respectability, and may even signify a certain
Jing e

The way in which a person clothes himself reveals the inner truth
of the person. Someone who feels that he is an eved Hashem, a servant
of the One God, will don a clean, pressed shirt, and present himself in
a respectable way designed to bring honor to the world of Torah that
he represents. In contrast, one who feels, or wishes to feel, that he is
fre€’ and not bound by social or religious restrictions may choose to
sport an outlandish hairstyle and wear scruffy or provocative cloth-
ing. In extreme cases, he may even mutilate himself with painful
body piercings and tattoos, designed to shock onlookers and project
a certain image of living beyond normal human conventions. These
styles emphasize the lowliness of the human condition, instead of its
potential greatness, and demonstrate a lack of respect for one’s self,
and those around him.
n addition to the emphasis on the sense of self-respect and honor,
clothing can also define a person’s function and mission. The bigdei
Kehunah are a case in point. As we have mentioned, the Kohanim

-were only able to perform their functions in the Beis HaMikdash
when they were wearing the priestly vestments. The priestly vestments

2. nxan iagh — For glory and splendor. The vestments
were to honor the Kéhanim, for these garments were similar
to the garb of royalty (Ramban). According to Sforno, the
vestments were for the glory of God and to lend splendor to
the Kohen Gadol as the teacher of the nation, so that he
would be revered by the tribes, whose names he bore on his
breast and shoulders (see below).

Glory accrues to a person even because of God-given .
abilities, while splendor refers to the regard he has earned ;
through his own accomplishments. The vestments signified
botht the glory that was due the Kohanim as a result of their
appointment as ministers of the Tabernacle service, and the
spiritual splendor that would result from their own efforts

(Malbim).
b
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had the power to lift even simple Kohanim to the appropriate level
of yiras Shamayim to perform the avodah. Any Kehen who wished
to perform the avodah on a regular basis would undergo years of
intensive training. Yet there were many Kohanim who did not sefve
regularly. These Kohanim would appear at the Beis HaMikdash dur-
ing their family’s yearly watch (mishmar) to take part in the avodah.'
Their lack of practice notwithstanding, these Kohanim managed to

perform the avodah properly, something they undoubtedly achieved
by virtue of the vestments they wore. By donning the bigdei Kehunah,
a Kohen becomes completely dedicated to avodas HaMikdash. The

vestments imbue him with kedushah.
~Every style of garment carries a message. When a person wears
" clothing that identifies him as a ben Torah, he declares to the world

that he belongs to a group of people dedicated to spiritual growth,
whose relationship to and utilization of the physical world is in ac-
cordance with the will of HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Wearing modest and
becoming clothing not only shows respect to himself and others, but
identifies the wearer with a specific message. There are in fact two
levels to this message. The first is the visual message that one’s body
is meant neither to be exposed nor to become one’s primary focus.

The second message is that this person subscribes to a system that
advocates this principle; the principle of tzenius.

Wearing these garments creates a certain inner and outer attitude;

identifying the person to others while also influencing the way he
t‘inks of himself, What we wear, therefore, influences who we are.

R SN

Clothing can conceal
For Mordechai, his garments served to reveal his inner essence. How-
ever, other people wear garments to hide the truth, not reveal it. The

¢ Toyal apparel worn by Achashverosh and his court were designed to -

) project an image of grandeur and majesty. Their clothes, however,
were nothing more than gilded garbage containers. The outer appear-
ance was certainly beautiful, but underneath it was all filth.

The Gemara (Megillah 11a tells us, “9210 TN nSTnm WY R -
Achashverosh was wicked from the beginning until the end” Knowing
this, we can assume that wickedness was also rampant amongst his
attendees. “DYWI PRIWN 73 WpW 127 9V WP 2w - A ruler that lends
importance to an untrue word, all his servants are wicked” (Mishlei
29:12). If a king is willing to accept lies and slander, then his servants
will take advantage of that weakness to court favor with him.

The absolute monarch of the vast Persian Empire, with all his func-
tionaries and provincial ministers, the sarei hamedinos, bearing grand

titles such as the Achashdarpanim, certainly looked the part in their

splendid robes, crowns, and ceremonial weapons. Yet the king and his

courtiers consisted of the very lowest type of person imaginable. Their
magnificent garments could barely hide their sordid characters,

If they were to have worn the clothing that truly expressed their
inner being, it Wwould have been impossible to find garments filthy
enough. The Navi describes the sullied garments of Yehoshua Kohen

Gadol, “mxonn MK wabm 1Yyn DOKI8 077337 117070 — Remove the
soiled garments from upon him!” (Zechariah 3:4). Perhaps such a gar-
ment would have been more appropriate for the Persian king.
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Their clothes also conveyed a message, but it was a false message,
designed to fool the world that an immoral, depraved and thoroughly
upsavory character like Achashverosh, was actually a great and noble
king worthy of honor and respect. This was in stark contrast to Mor-

o dechai, whose royal attire suited his character, and whose character

gited his attire. His outer appearance truly reflected his inner reality. \

This is a lesson for us. Not only must one’s clothing present the proper

image to the world, but just as importantly, a person must live up to 5
at image.
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~ Haman was a slave as he could never satisfy his thirst for power. By — ™

. 1 eyl
Achashverosh was also a slave despite being a mighty emperor, as 0d(/ 4 o570 abliah]
he could never satisfy his desire for pleasure. He was a slave with a l

golden crown. They embodied the worst type of slavery, possessing

neither life nor freedom.

7 In contrast, even when dressed in sackcloth and ashes, Mordechai

was a true king. He ruled over everything, and nothing in the world

ruled over him. He was in- control of himself and unshackled by his

passions. Totally free and independent, his mind reigned supreme
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MR Slemban,

he Sefer HaChinuch explains that the Kohen Gadol’s garments had to be

w’:x o .,!U 5 T IS
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“for honor and glory” so that he would be constantly aware that he was
standing before and serving Hashem. Additionally, his external appearance
would instill awe of Hashem in the eyes of those visiting the Beis HaMikdash,
reminding them of the holiness of the place they were in, thus inducing them
to repent.

Those who teach in yeshivos should wear special clothes in order to remmd
themselves of their status and obligation to behave in an elevated manner as
beﬁts bnei Torah, and also so that their students will feel their superior status

\and honor and obey them accordingly.
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Orice every seventy years the Romans take an able-bodied man
and put him on a lame man’s back. They dress him in the
clothes [that God made for] Adam, and place Rabbi Yishmael's
embalmed face over his head . . . and proclaim before him:

“The chief’s reckoning is a counterfeit,

“The brother of our master, the fraud.

‘What did the deceiver gain by his deceit,

The fraud by his fraudulence?”

Said Rav Ashi: Their tongues tripped them up. Had they
said, “the fraud, our master’s brother,” it would have meant
what they intended. But “the brother of our master, the fraud”

means that “our master” is himself “the fraud.”
U (Avodah Zarah 11b)

\'—l—l»\‘
10.1 A PAGEANT OF VICTORY

Even after the Destruction of the Temple by the Romans
and the subsequent Exile, the Jewish people held fast to their
belief in the prophetic promise that they would never cease
to,be God’s chosen people and that ultimately He would
redeem them. The Romans saw in this tenacious belief noth-
ing more than defiance, a stubborn refusal to submit to their
domination. Determined on stamping out such last sparks of

’N

rebellious spirit, they established the custom described above: a
parade whose pomp and splendor was designed to dem-
qnstrate that their victory over the Jews was final and that
any hope of redemption was vain. ‘

... the Romans take an able-bodied man and puzi
him on a lame man’s back.

Rome was the heir of Eisav,” and the struggle for ascen-
dancy between Rome and Jerusalem was the next round of
the aneient struggle between Eisav and Yaakov. Theirs was a
dispute not over land or possessions, but over the meaning
of existence. Tg Yaakov, man’s purpose is to serve God; to

« Eisav, it is to serve man. v, life is the
spiritual growth; to Eisav, it is the means for personal ad-
yancement.

The previous round of this struggle had taken place be-
tween Yaakov and the patron angel of Fisav:

Yaakm; was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until
daybreak.’ :

This “man” was Eisav’s angel. Even though he was success-
ful in dislocating Yaakov’s thigh muscle (the nwin 1), thus
causing him to limp for a while, the angel was nevertheless
vanquished at the end of the combat.” In consequence of his
victory, God granted Yaakov his other name, Yisrael, signify-

ing that his beliefs would-ultimately triumph over those of

his brother.®

The Romans saw in their victory over the Jews a repudia-
tion of Yaakov’s victory over the angel, and evidence of the
triumph of their self-serving philosophy. In celebration of

L3
their conquest they would take an able-bodied man, repre-
senting Eisav, and mount him on the back of a lame man,
representing Yaakov, to indicate their nation’s total and final
Victory over the descendants of Yisrael. In effect they were

P PR p ; .
saying, “The hmgmg Yaakov is now a slave, carrying his

master Eisav.
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10.2 THE BEAUTY OF ADAM

They dress him in the clothes that [God
made for] Adam. . .

When Adam sinned, he failed in the mission for which_
he had been created: to carry out his Creator’s will. The
result was that he was driven from God’s grace and from the
Garden of Eden. Twenty generations werit by before the
world was ready for the next try, when Avraham took a
spiritual leap on behalf of humanity and began the process
of rebuilding man in order to restore him eventually to his
original stature. The key to that process was Avraham'’s belief,
upheld in the face of an idolatrous world, in one God.

Avraham'’s ideas took hold. They were spread and ex-

_ pounded by his son Yitzhak, and reached their fruition with
his grandson, Yaakov-Yisrael, who completed the forming of
the Jewish nation. By investing his descendants with an ever-
lasting spiritual orientation,\Yaakov insured that the Jewish

\brgation would ultimately carry out man’s mission on earth: to
recognize that cleaving to God is his true reason for existence.
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It is no wonder, then, that the Sages tell us that “the
beauty of Yaakov Avinu was like that of Adam.”” The “beauty”
of Yaakov refers to the spiritual perfection which he achieved
in nis lifetime. It was similar to the perfection which Adam
possessed when he was originally’ created, but which he lost
when he sinned. Yaakov made it possible for man to regain

his lost image. His descendants would now be worthy of

standing at Sinai to receive the Torah with which they could
accomplish all that Adam had failed to do.
- To the Romans, nothing was beautiful but power, wealth,
and glory. They lived by the creed of their forbear Eisav, that

. man was created not for any spiritual destiny but for his own
aggrandizement. The Roman Empire, because it excelled in
building roads and aqueducts, mustering armies, conquer-
ing lands, and dominating nations, was to the Romans the
finest flower of human achievement.. What more could man-
kind possibly aspire to? Surely not Yaakov but Eisav, claimed
the Romans, echoed the beauty of Adam. So they took thez
clothes that God had made for Adam and dressed the able-
bodied man in those garments. The beauty of Adam, they /)
said, is Eisav’s inheritance!
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